OLD MAN BECOMES MILITARY GENERAL
anxious to know how it was that he could so well grapple people to himself.
"The idea/' I began,"of forming your own army from the Czech soldiers who were prisoners of war in Russia and elsewhere, and use this army to fight against Austria, came into your mind during the first weeks of the war. Why? Did not the Poles regain their national independence without a war of liberation?"
"The Polish question/' answered Masaryk, "had been always a subject of discussion. It was a living tradition. I have met Poles whose grandfathers lived in the old Kingdom of Poland."
While he was talking, I looked steadily at the man before me and realised that he might easily have spoken with people who had known Goethe. He went on: "Much less was known about the Czech nation. As we had to attract the attention of the world towards us, we had to show the Allies something more than our history and our claim for the recognition of our rights. What happened to the thousands of Czech deserters who went over to the Russians when they heard their own folksongs sung in the trenches? I wished to collect these first. I felt that we ought to fight and that we
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